
Society Achievements 
and legacy

Trailblazers
Mayan

Key vocabulary 

Civilisation

Astronomy

Architecture

Agriculture

City state

Hieroglyph

Jade

Maize

Priest

The language spoken by the Maya 
Civilisation.

A group of people with their own 
languages and way of life.

The study of space, the objects in 
space and the universe.

The process of designing and 
constructing/building buildings.

Farming.

An independent state made up of a city 
and the farmland and villages around it. 

A picture or symbol that represents a 
word, phrase or sound. 

A hard stone that is usually green. They 
Maya often used jade to make jewellery.

A grain that is common in Central 
America.

A religious leader. Mayan priests carried
out rituals and studied the stars.

Gems of knowledge

What I already know

Culture

Chronology
 

timeline

Similarities and differences between the rich and poor 
in Britain during the Victorian era and onboard the 
Titanic.
Individual people have a lasting legacy - Florence 
Nightingale, Edith Cavell, Reginald Mitchell - and we still 
remember the work they did today. 
Different civilisations have had a legacy that we 
remember today. Eg. the Romans' impact of Britain and 
the Ancient Greeks' impact on the world. 
A empire is a group of countries controlled by one 
ruler.
The Ancient Egyptians achieved incredible structures 
and buildings - eg. the pyramids.
The Ancient Egyptians' beliefs about the afterlife.
The Ancient Egyptians had a social structure with 
pharaohs at the top and slaves at the bottom.

There were differences between 
the rich and poor in Maya 
society. 
Their society was hierarchical.

They believed in life after death. They
believed some people when to 
paradise and other went to the 
underworld (Xibalba).
They believed in many different gods 
such as Itzamna and Chaak. 
They believed that they needed to 
make offerings to their gods to keep 
them happy. They sometimes did this 
with human sacrifices! 
They had their own writing system, 
were expects at astronomy and were 
talented craftspeople.

The Maya built permanent settlements in an area known as Mesoamerica (modern day Mexico and 

Central America). 

The greatest Maya were great mathematicians and astronomers.

 They had some of the largest and advanced cities at the time eg. Tikal, Chicken Itza and Caracol 

(which had 10,000 people by AD900).

The height of the Maya civilisation was between AD250 and AD900.

They were able to grow so strong because they knew how to hunt, irrigate (water) fields and 

grow crops like maize.

Rich Maya lived in spectacular homes in the city centre made out of stone. Poorer Maya lived in 

simple houses outside of the city centre made out of wood, palm leaves and vines. Rich people 

wore brightly coloured and decorated clothes. 

Historians aren't sure why the Maya left the southern city states. But it is likely that their huge 

populations meant there were food shortages. Northern states continued to thrive until the 16th 

century. However, the Spanish arrived in 1502. They fought with the Maya for decade and by the 

1540s they had taken control of most of the Mayan region. 

Reading for 
pleasure

They built magnificent stone 
structures, including pyramid temples.
They were expert mathematicians and 
astronomers. They invented the 
number 0 and developed an accurate 
calendar to help with agricultural 
cycles. 

Map showing where the Maya lived. 

The Maya built amazing cities such as:

Even though they lived in different cities, ruled by different
kings and queens, the Maya shared lots of common beliefs 
and traditions. They were experts at reading the stars and 
even built their cities as a map of the sky. 

Adults worked as farmers, 
warriors, hunters, builders, 
teachers and many other 
jobs. Richer children could 
learn maths, science, writing 
and astronomy. Children 
from poorer families were 
only taught their parents' 
job. 

They developed the 
only know writing 
system in 
Mesoameria - 
hieroglyphs.

Glyphs


